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In 2018, Rose Salane acquired a collection of 94 rings online at 
an auction of unclaimed property held by the Metropolitan Transit 
Authority’s (MTA) Asset Recovery Division. Each ring was run 
through a set of three tests, complementary while oddly dissonant in 
their disciplinary approach, in an attempt to procure information the 
rings may or may not have been harboring. Appraised by a jeweler, 
probed by an intuitive reader, and laboriously inspected by the artist 
for traces of mitochondrial DNA (left behind by its previous owner, 
whoever may have found and transported the ring to an MTA lost 
and found facility, an MTA employee who would have processed 
the item upon reception, or even the artist herself as the last of its 
handlers at a community biology lab), the work sieves through the 
notion of knowledge as vast, if not infi nitely expansive with poten-
tial, as well as necessarily limited.
 Through this unconventional multi-pronged process of investi-
gation, the collection of material, genealogical, and spiritual 
information naturally lent itself to a more subjective and speculative 
determination of value. The results were varied and inconclusive. 
The biological tests yielded little results and in most cases no signifi -
cant information. The intuitive reader was only able to forge connec-
tions with a handful of rings. Examining the material contents most 
consistently garnered information, since the type of band can usually 
be identifi ed by its stone, size, shape, color, weight and inscription. 

The process of searching and the reality of not fi nding concrete 
answers allowed each process to unexpectedly emphasize the labor 
involved and unique steps taken in deciphering information. The 
DNA extraction highlighted on a microscopic level, quite literally, 
the sensitivities of infi nite pockets of information under the control 
of chance. An object might hold signifi cant traces of information, 
but the question of if this amount of information is enough to be 
amplifi ed into signifi cant classifi able information? And is there 
enough to check these results for accuracy? Made truthful identities 
hard to retrieve. The intuitive reader brought a different meditative 
quality to the rings and spent hours at a time holding each individual 
one, speaking about the owners’ anxieties and what they were doing 
at the time of losing the ring. This connection over the rings was 
almost as labor intensive as the mtDNA extraction. 
 Presented with this assortment of collected insights, we are 
asked to consider multiple notions of value and truth as they develop 
and are carried forward by individuals set against a nested succes-
sion of spatial contexts—from municipalities, outward to regions, 
and as part of the global population. The relationship between rings 
on view and past the owners who lost them is intimately dialectical—
fragile as a result of unspoken intimacies, and therefore dissolving 
upon disengagement. While the value and meaning of each ring in 
the eyes of its previous owner ultimately remains inaccessible, the 
information that has been retrieved allows them to state their mean-
ings on their own terms as autonomous things. Despite their being 
possible gaps in knowledge or holes in the connection between the 
rings and their owners, such unknowns remain embedded in the 
history of both agents nonetheless— preserved despite the possible 
lack of an existing technology, mechanism, or myth equipped to 
unveil their secrets.
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*Rings with mtDNA

Mitochondrial DNA testing

This type of testing identifies genetic 
variations in mitochondrial DNA. 
Although most DNA is packaged in 
chromosomes within the cell nucleus, 
cell structures called mitochondria 
also have a small amount of their 
own DNA (known as mitochondrial 
DNA). Both males and females have 
mitochondrial DNA, which is passed 
on from their mothers, so this type of 
testing can be used by either sex. It 
provides information about the direct 
female ancestral line. Mitochondrial 
DNA testing can be useful for geneal-
ogy because it preserves information 
about female ancestors that may be 
lost from the historical record because 
of the way surnames are often passed 
down.



Running an Agarose Gel Electrophroesis on rings #41, #44, #45 
Genspace community biology lab

132 32nd Street #108, Brooklyn, NY 11232

Mitochondrial DNA Extraction from the 94 Rings
08.12.18—04.05.19



Notes from Genspace community biology lab 
DNA extraction course; December 20, 2018 



Notes from Genspace community biology lab DNA extraction 
course on the general history and make up of the DNA strand. 

December 21, 2018 



First attempt at DNA extraction using a 
sonicator to clean the rings. The biologist and 
I centrifuged the water that was used to clean 
the ring and a ball of debris accumulated at 
the bottom of the micro-tube. We would then 
preform various methods of measured solu-
tions and temperature increase to the debris 
to help extract DNA from the rings.  

Genspace community biology lab
January 3, 2018 



Rings #26, 28, 35, 45, 46, 49, 51, 65, 90 being tested with DNA 
Investigator Kit from QIAGEN Product #952034 

The methods of swabbing and sonicating the rings to retrieve 
potential dead skin cells did not yield results. A kit to aid the 
DNA amplifying process was purchased which provided a 
filtering process for the potential DNA to run through. The 
QIAamp DNA Investigator Kit helped further the process of 
finding identifiable information on the rings. From this kit, 
one ring with readable DNA was found. All of these tests 
took place at Genspace community biology lab.

Testing performed 03.02.19 through 05.05.19



Protocol for a 25 microliter PCR reaction, discussed with biologists.
Genspace community biology lab on February 18, 2019 



Updated PCR protocol for a 25 microliter reaction 
February 22, 2018 

Using the QIAamp DNA Investigator Kit, a readable tracing of DNA was 
found on ring #71. A solution was prepared from the PCR reaction and 
the sample was carried to NYU Genewiz drop off for DNA processing.  



#71

Ring #71 contained traces of mtDNA from haplogroup D1. 
Sequence reads: 
GATCACAGGTCTATCACCCTATTAACCACTCAGG 
GAGCTCTCCATGCATTTGGTATTTCTGTCTAGG 
GGGTGTGCACGCGATAGCATTGCGAGACGCTG 
GAGCCGGAGCACCCTATGTCGCAGTATCTGTCTTT 
GATTCCTGCCTCATCCTATTATTTATCGCACCTAC 
GTTCAATATTACAGGCGAACATACTCACTAAAGTGT 
GTTAATTAATTAATGCTTGTAGGACATAATAATAA 
CAATTGAATGTCTGCACAGCCGCTTTCCACACAGA 
CATCATAACAAAAAATTTCCACCAAACCCCCCCCTC 
CCCCCGCTTCTGGCCACAGCACTTAAACACATCTCT 
GCCAAACCCCAAAAACAAAGAAC

Haplogroup D is believed to have arisen in Northeast Asia about 
48,000 years ago. Its subclade D1 is one of fi ve haplogroups 
found in the indigenous peoples of the Americas. This occurred 
after migration to the Americas in the Last Glacial Maximum. 
Haplogroup D1 is common among South Americans, particularly 
Mexican, Colombian and Peruvian populations. The fi rst woman 
who founded this haplogroup lived between 13,900 and 19,700 
years ago.



After washing the Typran blue dye, the slide can then be viewed 
under a microscope. The blue specks that the Typran blue dye 
highlights are skin cells. Using a tungsten needle the blue specks 
can be removed and placed into a micro-tube with a prepared PCR 
solution. After the specks are manually inserted into the micro-tube, 
the solution can be placed in the PCR machine for amplifi cation. 

Ring #08 tested using the “touch DNA” method with GEL-PAK’s 
WF fi lm to retrieve skin cells left on the band. The gel is adhered 
to a glass microscope slide before coming in contact with the ring. 
Rolling the ring signifi cantly over the gel surface will transmit any 
skin cells onto the gel. Typran Blue, a colored dye is administered 
using an eye drop dispenser over the gel surface and will highlight 
any dead tissues or cells in a blue color. The dye is left for three 
minutes on the gel. The protocol was discussed with biologists 
at Genspace and taken from the paper, “Enhanced Genetic 
Analysis of Single Human Bioparticles Recovered by Simplifi ed 
Micromanipulation from Forensic ‘Touch DNA’ Evidence.” 



Gel for rings #48, #49, #50 indicating no readable DNA results.
April 9, 2019

The following images show various Agarose Gel 
Electrophroesis under UV light. These gels are the 
last part of the DNA process and help determine if 
there is any readable information within the PCR 
reaction. In the image on the right, the vertical 
dashes indicate a ladder that is first inserted into the 
gel through the slots at the top of the gel. The ladder 
gives a visual measurement for the amount of base 
pairs in a reaction. To have readable information a 
bright line should appear to the left of the 500 base 
pair band which is located second from the bottom 
on the ladder. If the bright lines to the right of the 
ladder fall beneath the lines on the left, there is no 
readable information to be taken from that given 
reaction. 



Gel for rings #48, #49, #13 indicating one readable 
DNA results on ring #13.

April 9, 2019



Gel for ring #71 indicating readable mitochondrial DNA 
result found on ring #71.

February 18, 2019
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*Rings with value

Jewelry Appraisal

Each ring was inspected for their 
material value by a jeweler. The rings 
with material value were brought to 
the Diamond District and various 
pawn shops in NYC for further 
appraisal. Rings #86 through #94 
were found in their original packaging 
that listed their exact market value.  

 



Ring #42 tested for material purity on a scratch testing stone using acid.
Primo’s Pawn Shop 

107-10 Rockaway Blvd, Ozone Park, NY 11417 

Jeweler/ Pawn Shop Evaluation 
14.03.19—03.05.19



Example of Appraised Item Description:

One contemporary yellow gold ring stamped 18k with an oval blue 
sapphire prong set into the center. The ring is then set with Round 
Brilliant diamonds (three in the row on both the top and bottom) and 
six baguettes, three per side. There is a ballerina effect to the under 
bezel, with many of the wires (that become prongs) radiating out from 
the center. It shows a bright polish, weighing a total of 2.56 dwt. The 
ring itself measures approximately 12.14 mm at its widest and tapers to 
2.72 mm. The gemstones are described in detail below. 

Side Diamond Characteristics:

Shape and Cut:
Total number:
Weight:
Color grade:
Clarity grade:

Center Diamond Characteristics:

Shape and cut:
Measurements: 
Weight:
Depth:
Table:
Girdle:
Culet:
Polish/ Symmetry:
Color Grade:
Clarity Grades:
Finish: 
(Stone history)

Total estimated retail replacement cost:
Report Renewal date: 

If a ring is pawned, the sale is documented through a slip given to 
the pawn shop by the police department. The seller gets this blue 
slip listing the details of their sale while the store owner keeps a 
white slip for their records and a pink one for the “detective squad.” 
At the end of every week, the police department collects the slips 
from the pawn shop so they can have a record of the sales being 
made. This makes it easy for police to refer back to the slips in the 
case of reported stolen jewelery. 



Ring #08
[Material Content] 
14-karat white gold band with a single 
row of inset diamonds. Inside inscrip-
tion reads “14K Magic-Glo”.

Size: 21.8 mm
Weight: 3.3 dwt
Value: $100-$300

Ring #19
[Material Content] 
Gold plated alloy band with small hang-
ing cubic zirconia from center.

Size: 17.7 mm
Weight: 2.4 dwt
Value: $20

Ring #28
[Material Content]
18-karat, gold band with a centered 
Onyx stone and old mine cut diamonds.

Weight: 1.7 dwt 
Size: 14.5 mm 
Weight: 1.7 dwt
Value: $150

Ring #39
[Material Content] 
10-karat gold plated silver band with 
a tear drop centered cubic zirconia 
diamond followed by emerald cut cz 
diamonds on both sides with circular 
diamonds in center.

Size: 14.9 mm
Weight: 2.5 dwt
Value: $40

Ring #40
[Material Content]
14-karat gold wedding band. 

Size: 19.8 mm
Weight: 1.7 dwt
Value: None

Ring #41
[Material Content]
14-karat, 585 white gold with inset row 
of eight small diamonds on front side of 
band. Inside engraving “KJW 585”.

Size: 17.3 mm
Weight: 1.8 dwt 
Value: $75

Ring #42
[Material Content]
10-karat gold with seven cubic zirconia 
diamonds in a circular raised format.  

Size: 19.8 mm 
Weight: 1.5 dwt
Value: $20

Ring #43
[Material Content]
18-karat, silver band with a centered 
jadeite stone and scattered old mine 
diamonds over a wreath like flower 
design. Inside inscription reads “18K” 
with a block “K” stamp.

Size: 14.5 mm
Weight: 4.5 dwt
Value: $50

Ring #49
[Material Content] 
Sterling silver with fading skull at the 
front of band.

Size: 18.1 mm
Weight: 8.7 dwt
Value: $40

Ring #50
[Material Content]
10-karat, gold plated silver
nameplate band, “Denise” 
underlined with a heart.    

Size: 16.9 mm
Weight: 3.3 dwt
Value: $50

Ring #64
[Material Content] 
Sterling silver with turquoise stone. 
Nepalese saddle style ring. 

Size: 17.7 mm
Weight: 6.7 dwt
Value: $10

Ring #68
[Material Content]
Sterling silver with inset glass 
diamonds lining the band. 

Size: 17.3 mm 
Weight: 1.6 dwt
Value: $75

Ring #71
[Material Content]
525 braided sterling silver band 
set with large white glass diamond. 

Size: 17.3 mm
Weight: 4.1 dwt 
Value: $75

Ring #79
[Material Content] 
Silver band with one cubic zirconia 
diamond held above band with prongs.

Size: 14.9 mm
Weight: 1.3 dwt
Value: $50

Ring #82
[Material Content]
10-karat gold plated silver band with 
small white diamonds lining opposite 
sides of the band. Inside inscription, 
“10K”.

Size: 19.8 mm 
Weight: 0.7 dwt
Value: $75

Ring #86–94
[Material Content]
Various Saddle cuts and silver colored 
alloy bands in original store packaging. 

Size: 18.5 mm- 19.5mm
Weight: 8.5 dwt 
Value: $8.95-$9.95



Rings #08, #19, #42, #43, #71 appraised at the
Diamond District 

5th Avenue W47th Street, New York NY 10036
March 30, 2019 

Searching the inscription “14K Magic-Glo” 
found inside ring #08.
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*Rings read by intuitive reader 

Intuitive Reader Evaluation

Over the course of two months 
the rings were brought to several 
meetings with an intuitive reader. The 
reader held each ring and connected 
with around two dozen previous 
ring owners. Each of the connections 
provided insight around the owners’ 
anxieties, pleasures, familial issues, 
and what they were doing at the time 
of losing the ring. 



Rings #63–77 being read by an intuitive reader at 
TRS Professional Suites 40 Exchange Place 3rd Floor. New York, NY

Intuitive Reader Evaluation 
10.03.19—28.04.19



Intuitive Reader: “So I am Deborah and I am here with Rose.” 

Deborah: “Say your name and birthday.”
Rose: “Rose Salane August, 18 1992.”

D: “Rose Salane August, 18 1992. Today’s Date is March 15, 2019.
I am asking that we are in a white light of protection surrounded by 
Psychic reading is for fun and entertainment.” 

Ring #69: 
“I don’t know this person was clear they lost this ring on the subway, 
they thought they lost it at home. There isn’t a clear understanding 
that they lost the ring. I am seeing them praying at a church and they 
stay up late. The person has a watch they like- they would wear a 
nice watch. The person was handy and they can change a tire, they 
know their way around cars. They may have needed a hand. Where 
they were living is close to a construction site. There is one thing- 
they are showing me a trunk, a big trunk. Maybe In the house maybe 
they had a trunk. There is a lot of wood around the person- where 
they live there is a lot of wood, they are cleaning the wood with 
pledge. I don’t think this person is alive still. They are showing me 
somebody sitting up in a coffin, a picture of someone sitting up in a 
coffin, I am not sure if it is them or someone around them.”

Ring #71: 
“Okay so as I am tuning into this particular ring, I am feeling like the 
owner of the ring was someone who was a good seamstress and they 
were a cat owner. It is showing me that the person was adjusting, 
they are adjusting the glasses, they wore glasses. You know it’s 
interesting, I feel like an older woman that had the ring. However I 
feel like the woman was really involved with her grandchild, so I see 
her with her grandchild. The woman was around this child a lot.”

Ring #73:
“So I feel like this was a man who was tall. I can’t see his height fully 
but I am seeing big feet. He was a very visual person and I feel that 
he had young children. His wife always got her nails done, she was 
very into how her nails looks. Somewhat traditional type people- but 
this guy is really funny, he thinks he is really good looking. He tries 
to make the best out of everything and tries to have a good attitude. 
A very hands on guy, they are showing me washing his shirt and 
getting the stains out of his shirt. In regard to the children, there is 
an artistic thing and he likes that his daughter does crafts because he 
is a very hands on type of dad. He feels very good about himself.” 

Ring #74:
“I am going to put this one down because I am not getting anything 
strong enough from that.”

Ring #67: 
“I feel like this particular person was around music a lot- they are 
showing me music playing. I feel like this woman was feisty and 
outspoken. She might have been connected to a man around her 
that is an engineer. Even though she drives she is happy that she 
is commuting. I see an amplifier, she has musical people around 
her son plays music. She likes her building to be clean and she is 
a smoker. She appreciates a good hotel, she likes nice places and 
nice things, appreciates things that are upscale and appreciates 
quality. Going back to not liking driving, someone in her family had 
a serious car crash. So she drives but doesn’t love it. I believe she 
wears glasses.” 



Ring #13:
“I feel like this lady knew she lost this ring, there wasn’t a big gap 
knowing she lost the ring. The person took it as a bad sign they 
lost the ring. They were really shook up by it. They were looking 
and looking and they just couldn’t find it. The person was very self 
critical and they can’t accept mistakes. This one lost the ring in 
November or October when it was starting to get cold.” 

Ring #45: 
“This ring belonged to a male that was in good shape, I see him 
carrying a radio player around with them. They are looking forward 
to being in a relationship with someone culturally different than 
them. They appreciate the different cooking styles in cultures, for 
some reason I am seeing Latin with Asian cooking. When this 
person lost the ring they were concerned with parking their car. 
Generally, this person is in a romantic relationship often and is not 
threatened by others.”

Ring #59: 
“This person is a gym-goer, very active. She likes music from the 
60s and 70s. She has hay fever allergies and also, very much in a 
rush-so it’s all about the time with this person, trying to get places 
on time. And others rushing, there is a feeling of not tolerating 
slowness,. My feeling is this person likes to drink. They are around a 
liquor cabinet. This person felt they lost this ring down the drain. It 
feels like this person also has a lot of nervous energy and they need 
more help. Feeling that the person might be on the older side. I am 
feeling a pain in my shoulders, I think they had problems with their 
shoulders or arms.” 

Ring #19:
“This particular ring is very grounding, it is interesting, this person 
was around a lot of trees and olive oil. Had good penmanship, either 
liked to do calligraphy. The person is Mediterranean, but I can’t tell 
if they are Greek or Italian. They may have played a guitar stringed 
instrument. This particular ring wasn’t worn all the time, just 
sometimes worn. Also I feel like the person liked to swim.”

Ring #59: 
“This person is a gym-goer, very active. She likes music from the 
60s and 70s. She has hay fever allergies and also, very much in a 
rush-so it’s all about the time with this person, trying to get places 
on time. And others rushing, there is a feeling of not tolerating 
slowness,. My feeling is this person likes to drink. They are around a 
liquor cabinet. This person felt they lost this ring down the drain. It 
feels like this person also has a lot of nervous energy and they need 
more help. Feeling that the person might be on the older side. I am 
feeling a pain in my shoulders, I think they had problems with their 
shoulders or arms.”



Photos from NYC subway commutes
11.18—05.19
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